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1. In January 3954, tha East Gernan Ministerium fusr Schwerindustrie (Ministry for
Heavy Industry), examinéd the problem of an expansion of the industry in
sonnection with au igereasad pgos ‘mrodnotion:. Tha plap was. to mroduce about
12,000,000 cubic meters of gas in 1955 and later to incroaase this production to
20,000,000 or 21,060,000 cuble metera. The idea was to obtain energy from gas
produced from coal rather than directly from coal as rreviously.

%, The “new course" provided Ior uie erectlon of new carborization prlants to
produce gas and coke as well as for an increase in the production of the
existing large low-tormperature carvonization plants in Central Gez'ilan;!, A
new narbonization plunt vas scheduled to b2 erscted at Kaefernhain™bscauss
the largest coal depuosiis of the GDR are located there. Other large instal-
latione are to be erocted in the Lausitg, where alnost inexhaustible zoal
deposits are available. The latter region was planned to become a new center
of the East German industry.

%, The East German industry would losa iticogl bases in .0 or 50 vears if the
present excessive rate of coal extraction were o atinued. As a result, coul
would have to be ship;vgg 49, the industriali plants involved. For this reason
it appesrs unfeasible” 7‘?-%3 BUNA and LEUN4 works and numerous other industrial
plants in Central Germany.

L., Other cosl mrocessing plants nust therefore be erected in the Lausitz reglon.
Tt is envisaged to build coking plants, which yield large quantities of gas
besides coke which is urgently needed. A large-scale gas delivery system
1a to be btuilt. In contrast to all previous plens, power gtotions would be
convorted to gas buraing {e.g. the Klingenberg powor station) rather than raw
liguibe. Large consusers such as the. city of Berlin would no longer be furnishe’
with briquettes but supplied with gas. This would be the best solution from
an evonomic poimt of view. & further benefit would be the elimination
of coot in the large cities. . . .. -~
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7% is also planned to erect, in the vieinity of the triquette plant in
Trattendorf one or two large coklng plants and to raise the productiod 4
of the Leuchhermer coking plaant to 1,240,000 tons per year. Voreover, -
4t is snvisaged toc ‘process low-prade brown ceal rich in ashes into gas

by meane of the oxygen-pressure method. Three oxygen-pressure gas rroducing
plants will be included in the next G-year plan covering the period from
1955 to 19%0. One of these new plents will be erected somewhere in Central
Germany and ths other two plants in the 1ausitz region, i.e. neer the
Greifenhain opsn plt mine and rear the Trattendorf power station, The
preparations for the ersction of these plants were %o begin in 1954.
Construction work on one of them was %o be started in 1955.
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Commnent. Aside from the ressons glven in the present report it

18 believed that Basi German authorities plan ~ ' an increase in the
production of gas and the expension of the gas netuworks for the simple
reason thst the production of electric energy is inswfficient. Heinrich
Reu,GDOR Deputby Prlus Minieter, sbated that the supply of electris energy
in Fas% Germany would continue to be a tottleneck even after the suceessiul

conclusion in the Five-Year Fian.
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